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ABSTRACT: In arecent video address to the International Mathematical Union on the
subject of automorphic forms and the Langlands program, number theorist Frank Calegari of the
University of Chicago remarked that "The definition of an automorphic form is very
complicated. I'm honestly not sure I understand it myself." As is the case in number theory,
definitions in homotopy theory can also be somewhat technical, and in this talk I will try to
unpack one such definition in an accessible way, namely that of a spectrum.
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